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The “Road to Reauthorization” 
Timeline
On July 6, President Barack Obama signed the 27-month 

federal highway and transit program reauthorization 

bill— “Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act” 

(MAP-21)—into law. Over the preceding years, no private 

organization devoted more time, energy or resources than 

the American Road & Transportation Builders Association 

(ARTBA) toward making that law as responsive as  

possible to the interests of the U.S. transportation  

design and construction industry.

In an unparalleled fashion, ARTBA and its volunteer leaders 

directly testified before or submitted testimony more than 

25 times to congressional committees, congressionally-

chartered “blue ribbon” commissions, executive branch 

hearings, and presidentially-appointed task forces on criti-

cal transportation development and reauthorization issues.  

Through its award-winning “Transportation Makes  

America Work Campaign,” ARTBA executed the industry’s 

only comprehensive, multi-year grassroots lobbying and  

advocacy communications effort to build support for  

passage of a new law. More than 70 ARTBA member firms 

and state chapter organizations supported the  

multi-million dollar program of work.  

The following timeline highlights the key leadership  

activities of ARTBA and its members on the  

“road to reauthorization.”
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2005
2006

AUGUST  
President George W. 
Bush signs the Safe 
Accountable Flex-

-
portation Equity Act: 

A Legacy for Users 

August 10 at a Cater-
pillar facility in Illinois. 

Ruane delivers an 
August 10 speech at 

the 8th

-
-

JANUARY   

Materials, and Paul 

-

co-chairs.  

JULY   

Building in  
Washington, D.C. 

SEPTEMBER   

-
-

 

-

SEPTEMBER   
-

-

transit reauthorization bill.

MARCH   

JUNE   
th 

anniversary of Interstate 

dinner in Washington, D.C.

design and construction of 

but the job of building 

transportation vision for the future.

NOVEMBER   

Walton, University of 

and Revenue Study 

the future direction 
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2007
FEBRUARY   

JUNE   
 

SEPTEMBER   

-

August 1 collapse of the 
bridge in Minnesota, 

highlighting the need for 

expanded bridge  

federal transportation  
vision to address the  

DECEMBER   
-

tation design & construction professionals as  

challenges.

MARCH   

& Gravel Association 

 

of freight and people 
is the lifeblood of the 

and should be the 
driving force behind 

-
sion.

NOVEMBER   

-

“A New Vision & Mission  
for America’s Federal Surface  

Transportation Program”

ARTBA Recommendations  
for SAFETEA-LU Reauthorization

A Report to the U.S. Congress and White House,  
federal agencies, the nation’s governors and state policymakers

2007
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JANUARY   

-

-
thorization.

 

national freight plan.

-

 
JULY   

cut.

SEPTEMBER   

-

APRIL  

solvency proposal.

MAY  

-

legislative solution.

2008
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2009

JANUARY   
-

-
ger rail.

surface transportation  
reauthorization bill.

APRIL  
-

MAY   

JULY   
-

-

Research & Evaluation.  

-

Construction & Ma-

of dire consequences 
if Congress delays the 

FEBRUARY   

-

billion for discretionary surface transportation project, 

JUNE 
-

infrastructure invest-

as intended by sustaining 

aging roads and bridges, 

sustained unless Congress 

authorization bill.  
 

 
billion, six-year reauthorization of the federal surface 

-

-

surface transportation bill.
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-
tee that transportation 

-

-
tions urge Congress to 

authorization bill.

-

DECEMBER   

 

SEPTEMBER   

Gallagher, Gallagher 
Asphalt Corporation, tells 

-

intended, and highlights 
need for Congress to 

-

funds. 

OCTOBER   
 

2010

JANUARY   
 

other industry executives at a Building  

infrastructure.

FEBRUARY   

-
ances. 
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MARCH   

-

Wright Brothers 

-

are boosting the U.S. 
transportation con-

-

reauthorization bill.

 

March 28.

-
-

MAY   

-

variety of non-transportation related federal  
 

 

reauthorization bill.

-

robust surface transportation reauthorization bill and 

non-infrastructure activities.  
  

APRIL   

urging that any transportation-related revenues 

principal author of 

study prepared for 

than half of fatalities 

to poor road condi-
tions and the an-

 
reauthorization bill.  

-

-

JUNE   
-

-
cades.  

JULY    
-

transportation plays a central role 

transit authorization bill is urgent-

nations.
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2010



JULY CONT’D 

an extension of the depreciation bonus provision for 

-

construction industry hard hit by recession-induced 

-
-

thorization bill is hindering chances for a sustained 

continued delays on reauthorization and calls on the 

OCTOBER   

-

SEPTEMBER   

-

Senator George 

discuss the Ad-

infrastructure pro-

transit reauthoriza-

the issues outlined 

evidence of the need for action as  
soon as possible.

NOVEMBER   

-
-

-

DECEMBER  

per gallon increase in the gas tax for infrastructure 

-

2012.  It includes a repeal of the guaranteed funding 

other parts of the federal budget.

leadership expressing opposition to a proposed rules 
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2011

JANUARY  

MARCH  
-

-

-
tion, calls on Congress to 

transit bill reauthoriza-
tion process by producing 

legislation.  

MAY

-

-

  

FEBRUARY   

-
frastructure creates jobs in the construction industry 

-
portation reauthorization bill.

-

reauthorization bill.

-

end of FY 2011.

APRIL

percent reduction in total federal transportation 

JUNE  
-

duct satellite radio tour 

the country highlight-
ing the results of the 

 
publications distin-
guishing transporta-
tion infrastructure 

spending.

JULY   

-

-
-

-
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  Creates and preserves  
American jobs

  Results in tangible, long-lasting  
capital assets

  Provides access to virtually every 
tax-generating American job

  Facilitates a business transaction 
of some kind almost every time 
it’s used

  Enables every American export  
and import

  Produces extraordinary  
productivity results

  Makes emergency response  
and evacuation to natural and 
man-made disasters possible

  Is critical to military mobilizations  
and national defense

  Responds to a constitutional 
mandate for federal support

NO OTHER 
“GOVERNMENT SPENDING” PROGRAM 

INVEST In America! 
Pass a Multi-year Highway/Transit Bill NOW! 

DOES ALL OF THESE:



SEPTEMBER
-

-

-

2012 appropriations bill.

Congress approves and President signs the Sur-

-

DECEMBER  

-

 

PASS THE HIGHWAY & TRANSIT BILL! 
www.transportationconstructioncoalition.org

PASPASS TS THEHE HIGHIGHWAHWAY &Y & TRTRANSANSITIT BILBILL!L!

September 21, 2011

The Honorable Harry Reid     The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader      Republican Leader
U.S. Senate       U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510     Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable John Boehner     The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker       Democratic Leader
U.S. House of Representatives     U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Bicameral Congressional Leadership:

As Congress and the Obama Administration continue to take steps to improve our long-term economic growth, we believe a key com-
ponent of these efforts should be a renewed commitment to improving and modernizing the nation’s surface transportation network.

Our companies and employees are major users of the U.S. highway, bridge, rail, air, and public transportation systems. We depend 

transportation network is integral to the success of our supply chain and our domestic/international product distribution systems.

We operate and compete in a global economy. Enhancing the capacity of all modes of surface transportation infrastructure is essen-
tial to keep pace with our global competitors who are making major new investments in their own transportation systems.

There is certainly no singular solution to remedy the nation’s economic challenges, and we understand the need to rein in and prioritize 
spending. However, passage of a well funded, multi-year reauthorization of the federal highway and public transportation programs 
would provide some needed stability in an uncertain business environment, and should be a key element of a pro-growth agenda.

Our economy has long been the envy of the world. But our transportation infrastructure has become inadequate to meet the needs of 
the 21st century economy. We must prioritize and invest in our aging infrastructure now if we are to maintain our economic com-
petitiveness and leadership in the global economy.

Sincerely,

Steven F. Leer  
Arch Coal 

Chairman & CEO 

Patricia A. Woertz 
Archer Daniels Midland 

Chairman, President & CEO 

Matthew K. Rose 
BNSF Railway Co. 
Chairman & CEO 

Douglas R. Oberhelman 
Caterpillar Inc. 

Chairman & CEO 

Douglas W. Stotler 
Con-way 

President & CEO 

Wendell P. Weeks 
Corning Incorporated 

Chairman, CEO,  
& President 

N. Thomas Linebarger 
Cummins Inc. 

President & CEO 

Samuel R. Allen 
Deere & Company 
Chairman & CEO 

Andrew Liveris  
Dow Chemical Co. 
Chairman & CEO 

James H. Roberts 
Granite Construction 

President & CEO 

David M. Cote 
Honeywell 
Chairman 

Bruce E. Grewcock 
Kiewit Corporation 
President & CEO 

C. Howard Nye  
Martin Marietta 

President & CEO 

Charles W. Moorman 
Norfolk Southern Corp. 
Chairman, President & 

CEO

Doug Black 
Oldcastle Materials Inc. 
Chief Executive Officer 

Gregory H. Boyce 
Peabody Energy 

Chairman & CEO 

Steven W. Berglund 
Trimble Navigation Ltd. 

President & CEO 

D. Scott Davis 
UPS

Chairman & CEO 

Mary Andringa 
Vermeer 

President & CEO 

Donald M. James 
Vulcan Materials Co. 

Chairman & CEO 

JOB CREATORS TELL CONGRESS:  
“INVEST IN AGING INFRASTRUCTURE NOW”

Timeline            A-37

JULY CONT’D

-

calls for inclusion of innova-

billion surface transportation bill.  It consolidates the 

states.

NOVEMBER  
-
-

ness leaders calling on Congress and the President 

Bipartisan Senate EPW 
Leaders introduce 

for Progress in the 21st 

 
reauthorization of high-

 
 

-

proposal.

AUGUST  



2012JANUARY  
-

-

MARCH   

 

 

-

transit funding.

Congress approves a 90-day extension of the high-
th

extended since Sep-

second annual “Rally 
 

JUNE   

-
-

 

-
lies send letters to Cap-

to pass an adequately 
funded transportation 
bill by the end of the 

FEBRUARY  

reauthorization bills.

-
-

ing opposition to his 

tax support for public 
transportation projects.

-
ing Congress of the 
approaching reauthori-
zation deadline.

APRIL   

-

-

 

MAY   

Congress to vote for the 
transportation confer-

 Confer-

reauthorization bill as 
soon as possible and 
include a host of trans-

DEADL
INE

854 days   

8 extensions...
without a multi-year highway & transit bill.

Make Transportation Job #1
Pass a Surface Transportation Bill that 

Creates Jobs and Gets the Economy Moving.

www.transportationconstructioncoalition.org

Congress should fund the transportation  
bill…Funding highways is a basic federal  
responsibility.”

“Unlike private investment, in-
adequate public investment is 
part of the problem. America’s 

infrastructure needs are so 
huge, and so painfully obvious, 

that it’s mind-boggling we’re 
not investing more.”

“House Republicans want to 
get a highway bill done.” 

“It’s time now the House agree  
with us to get a bill. We’re talking 

about millions of jobs.

“..not passing a [highway/transit] 
bill will hurt our already suffering  
economy…Failure to pass a 
transportation bill would have 
a negative effect on commerce 
and the businesses that count 
on safe and reliable roads.” 

Everyone Agrees, Congress Needs to 

Vote for the Transportation 
Conference Committee Report. 

“Washington Post” editorial, June 24:

”

Pass the Highway & Transit Bill

www.transportationconstructioncoalition.org

“ Alan Blinder, professor of  
economics and public affairs at 

Princeton University and a  
former vice chairman of the  

Federal Reserve, “Wall Street 
Journal” op-ed, June 26:

House Speaker John Boehner   
(R-Ohio), “The Hill,” June 14:

Senate Majority Leader  
Harry Reid (D-Nev.), “Politico,” June 5:  

American Conservative Union Chair, 
Al Cardenas, “Washington Examiner”  
op-ed, June 21:

 

 
 

www.transportationconstructioncoalition.org

Highway & Transit Bill Conference Committee Members,  
it’s time to step up to the plate.

 
American workers are looking to you to  

“bring them home.”

Pass a Surface Transportation Bill that Boosts 
the U.S. Economy and Supports Jobs!

After 31 months and 9 Highway & Transit Program Extensions…

scoring position.
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JULY   

-

 

JUNE   CONT’D 

select congressional leaders and conferees encour-
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MAY  CONT’D

in FY 2011.  



Special thanks are due to the following organizations 
for their generous support of the campaign:
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Special thanks to Congressional Leaders

The passage of MAP-21 could not have happened without the 

leadership of these key members of Congress: Senate Majority 

Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.), House Speaker John Boehner  

(R-Ohio), Senate Environment & Public Works (EPW) Commit-

tee Chairwoman Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), EPW Ranking Mem-

ber Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), Senate Finance Committee Chairman 

Max Baucus (D-Mont.), House Transportation & Infrastructure 

(T&I) Committee Chairman John Mica (R-Fla.), and T&I  

Committee Ranking Member Nick J. Rahall (D-W.Va.).  

They all deserve credit for their perseverance and commitment 

to America’s transportation network.

Sen. Harry Reid (D-Nev.)

Sen. Max Baucus (D-Mont.)

Rep. John Boehner (R-Ohio)

Rep. John Mica (R-Fla.)

Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.)

Rep. Nick J. Rahall (D-W.Va.)

Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.)

MAP-21 Analysis            A-41



A-42           MAP-21 Analysis



About ARTBA

Established in 1902, the award-winning American Road  

& Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) is a  

federation whose primary goal is to aggressively grow and  

protect transportation infrastructure investment to meet the 

public and business demand for safe and efficient travel. In 

support of this mission, ARTBA also provides programs and 

services designed to give its members a global competitive edge.

The U.S. transportation construction industry generates $380 

billion in U.S. economic activity annually and sustains  

3.4 million American jobs.

Learn more at www.artba.org.
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The ARTBA Building
1219 28th Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20007
T: 202.289.4434    F: 202.289.4435
www.artba.org
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